REGULAR BUSINESS MEETING

JANUARY 18, 2016

Mayor Buddy Bualle called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. This evening the City Council convened their meeting at the Arma Fire Department.  The Pledge of Allegiance was stated by all present. Roll Call was taken and all members of the City Council were present. The minutes from the previous meeting were presented. Johnnie Logiudici made the motion to accept the minutes as written. Dick Cleland seconds the motion. The motion was approved. The Mayor presented the evenings agenda. Scott Popejoy made the motion to accept the agenda as presented. Ray Vail seconds the motion. The motion was approved. Under Public Comments the following were made:
Superintendent Greg Gorman reported to the City Council on the current legislation that is on the floor currently which can or will effect the school system. Greg also reported on the recent structure improvements and that a dental screening took place for all the students.  

May 23rd the school and Library will begin the summer lunch program this year.

Mary Lou Peace addressed the City Council about bringing in new business to Arma  and keeping the utility cost low for residents. Then Mary Lou gave her opinion on the City Council tearing down structures in Arma and how they are not helping our tax base by doing this. They instead should work to help clean-up the properties and allow time for repairs.

Emily Siebs a student nurse spoke to the City Council on her work here in Arma as a student nurse and asked for volunteers to fill out a survey that she would be using in her studies.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

CITY GOALS FOR 2016

Buddy Bualle handed out this years goals that had been given to him by the members of the City Council. Buddy asked the Council members to each determine which goal should be listed first with the rest of the 7 falling in order determined by Council choice.  Bette Lessen addressed the Mayor and City Council on the issue that cleaning City Hall was not on this list and as being the first place business and new or possibly new residents come this office gives the first impression to whom ever walks in. Bette invited the Council members to stop by City Hall to see what poor shape the office is and the public restroom is deplorable. Bette said she would bring this topic back up at the next meeting.  

Richard Kerley reported on asphalt pricing with the County Commissioners that would help the City.

PROJECT LIST

Buddy Bualle handed out this years project list that has 7 items listed. These are all projects that would improve the City in different facets.

NEW BUSINESS
LIABILITY/WORKMAN'S COMP. INSURANCE

Buddy Bualle addressed that the City's Liability and Workman's Compensation Insurance is coming up for renewal April1 and he asked the Council what they would like to do. Bette Lessen addressed the City Council that when this meeting began the issue of bringing in new business to the City should be a priority and that since Arma has now lost the grocery store and the drug store the City Council should look toward helping and working with the business's that are located in Arma such as the only Insurance Company, Fox Insurance who has been in Arma for 92 years. The City Council should look at accepting bids/quotes that would give the only local business the opportunity to at least compete for the City's business.

Buddy Bualle stated that the City can sign a wavier that would make Fox Insurance the agent of choice and submit it to EMC. Rick Smith said that the Council should contact the agent to find out what should be done.

EMC INSURANCE RECOMMENDATION

Buddy Bualle reviewed with the City Council the information that was sent to the City by the representative from EMC on what the City needs to improve on so that incidents with power lines does not take place again. The power lines should be 18'  which means that the electric poles may need to be raised to meet this height requirement. John Gorentz will also get prices on cement blocks for the sand pile and fencing around the poles behind City Hall.

John Gorentz will have a plan of action within 45 days.

POLICE OFFICER RECOMMENDATION

Howard Camp reported that he is recommending John Steffens a retired police office from the City of Pittsburg to put onto the staff. The City will need to purchase a new bullet proof vest for John and to have him begin Feb 1st.  Ray Vail made the motion to hire John  Steffens at 15.00 an hour plus employee benefits beginning 2/1/16. Dick Cleland seconds the motion. The motion was approved.

(Side note, John can not start until 2/2/16 due to KPERS)
REQUEST FOR PROPOSED ORDINANCE

Buddy Bualle presented the proposed Ordinance to the City Council and allowed Terry Bryant to address the Council on his proposal. Terry told the Council that he would like to have the City adapt in to the utility payments a trash service for the City. Terry stated that his property has been torn up by different services coming down his street and he would like this problem to be corrected. City Council took no action on this proposed ordinance.

REQUEST BIDS FOR 12 MONTH C.D.
Scott Popejoy made the motion to request bids for a $100,000.00, 12 month certificate of deposit from the 2 banks in town. Ray Vail seconds the motion. The motion was approved. Bids will be presented at the Feb 1st meeting.

LIST OF DANGEROUS STRUCTURES AND PROPERTY CLEAN-UPS

Buddy Bualle asked the City Council to present their list of properties and structures for the next City Council meeting.

FIRE CHIEF REPORT

Mike McLeod addressed the City Council on the new GPS coordinates system in locating fire fighters inside structures. Tommy Maslen gave a demonstration on the new air packs that the firefighters use. Mike McLeod asked the City Council if the City would pay for half of the new rack which will be used to hand up fire suits, the expense would be $2400.00. Ray Vail made the motion to approve the request and Scott Popejoy seconds the motion. The motion was approved.

COUNCIL COMMENTS

No comments were made

PURCHASE REQUEST 
Johnnie Logiudici made the motion to approve all purchase request. Dick Cleland seconds the motion. The motion was approved.
COMMUNICATIONS

No communications

Ray Vail made the motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:22 p.m. Johnnie Logiudici seconds the motion. The motion was approved.

_______________________________ 

Bette Lessen, City Clerk
