REGULAR BUSINESS MEETING

NOVEMBER 20, 2017

Mayor Rock Anderson called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. The Pledge of Allegiance was stated by all present. The Roll Call was taken and all members were present. Minutes from the pervious meeting were presented. Ray Vail made the motion to approve the minutes as presented. Scott Popejoy seconds the motion. The motion was approved. The Mayor presented the evenings agenda. Scott Popejoy made the motion to accept the agenda as presented. Dick Cleland seconds the motion. The motion was approved. 

CITY COUNCIL VACANCY

Rock Anderson opened this topic and first thanked all who showed an interest in filling the open position left by Johnnie Logiudici.  Rock opened the floor to any public discussion anyone may have to share with the City Council. Mary Lou Peace addressed the Council on her perspective of how the open position should be filled by the current City Council as she has researched the past few weeks. Mary Lou stated that she did not feel that Ray Vail who lost in the recent election should be allowed to fill the open position. 

Mayor Anderson then opened the floor to the 4 candidates who had submitted their name to the City Council and allowed each of them; Jerry Lewis, Lissa Rhodes, Ray Vail and Rob Lessen to speak to the City Council on why they should be appointed to the open position.  Rock thanked each candidate and then addressed the matter from the stand point as Mayor of Arma. The Mayor then recommended to appoint Ray Vail to the 2 year open seat. Dick Cleland made the motion to accept the Mayor's recommendation. Richard Kerley seconds the motion. The vote was taken and Dick Cleland, Richard Kerley and Rock Anderson voted YES. Scott Popejoy voted NO. The motion was approved. 

Mayor Anderson then open the meeting for discussion on the open position now left by Ray Vail. Rock addressed Mary Lou Peace and stated that they had spoke on this matter but at this point Mary Lou never gave the Mayor an answer on whether or not she would be willing to fill the open seat for the next 3 meetings.  Mary Lou addressed the Mayor and Council and stated that she would not be willing to fill the open position. She further stated that she disagreed with the action of the Mayor and City Council. Mayor Anderson then asked the 3 candidates if they were interested in filling the open position for the next 3 meetings.  All 3 candidates stated that they were interested and willing. The Mayor then recommend to appoint Lissa Rhodes to the open position. Dick Cleland made the motion to accept the Mayor's recommendation. Ray Vail seconds the motion. A vote was taken and all members of the City Council except Scott Popejoy voted YES. The motion passed.  Ray Vail then submitted his resignation from his current position. Scott Popejoy made the motion to accept Ray's resignation and Dick Cleland seconds the motion. The motion was approved.  City Clerk Bette Lessen then swore in each new member to the City Council, Ray and Lissa then took their seats. Mary Lou Peace addressed the Mayor on the matter of swearing in the newly elected officials In January. Rock stated that the City meets on the 1st and 3rd Monday's of the month so the swearing in would take place at the 2nd meeting of the month. Mary Lou disagreed that the swearing in should take place on the 8th instead. Bette Lessen was asked to contact the General Council at the League of Municipalities on the proper date for swearing in newly elected officials.  Bette will report back at the next meeting.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS
DANNY ROGEL; 401 E. WASHINGTON ST. BUILDING

Danny Rogel was present and stated that he has not made any progress on the building. The cost of repairing as well as tearing down very high so he does not have the funds to do it. Dick Cleland stated that he did not want to tear down the structure but if given more time will Mr. Rogel get anything accomplished? Danny shrugged his shoulders and said he didn't know. Dick Cleland made the motion to give Danny Rogel an extension until the second meeting in May. Ray Vail seconds the motion. The motion was approved.

LISSA RHODES; ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Lissa reported that the meeting on the 13th with Dick Horton went very well and the group discussed the impact on Arma different issue could have. The next meeting will be on the 27th, 6 p.m. at the Arma Golden Era and the City Council members of Mulberry and Arcadia have been invited to attend. The Guest Speaker will be Executive Director of the Pittsburg Area Chamber of Commerce.
NEW BUSINESS

CHRISTMAS LIGHT CONTEST

Bette Lessen reminded the City Council that the yearly Christmas Light contest will take place and the Christmas Committee is asking if the City will donate $100.00 towards the 8, $25.00 prizes. Richard Kerley made the motion to donate $100.00. Dick Cleland seconds the motion. The motion was approved.

206 E. PERRY PROPERTY

Bette Lessen presented the property owned by Doug Jameson. Currently the house and property have been abandoned and left in bad shape. Pictures taken by Howard Camp were past around the table for viewing. Richard Kerley made the motion to have Rick Smith send a letter out to the owner on the needed repairs and maintenance of the property . Dick Cleland seconds the motion. The motion was approved.
CERTIFICATE OF DEPOSIT BIDS

2 bids were received, the first one from University Bank for a percentage of .66 for the 1 year C.D. on a $100,000.00. the Second bid was from Community National Bank for .87%. Scott Popejoy made the motion to accept Community National Bank's bid. Dick Cleland seconds the motion. The motion was approved.
MAP & RESOURCE GUIDE
Bette Lessen presented a 2018 Calendar that the Pittsburg Area Chamber of Commerce was promoting. Arma could purchase a ad for 399.00 or higher depending on what the Council might be interested in. Dick Cleland made the motion to table this matter until the next meeting. Scott Popejoy seconds the motion. The motion was approved.
FIRE CHIEF REPORT

Mike McLeod was present to invite the City Council to their Fireman's Christmas Party scheduled for December 16th beginning at 6:00 p.m. at the Arma Golden Era. RSVP is asked of each member so they can get a head count for dinner.

Mike also reported that the Fire Department needs a AED for the City truck and it will cost $1400.00 plus the department could use 2 more sets of bunker gear that will cost 1250.00 per set. Mike discussed the importance of making sure that all the City fire hydrants work properly, discussed the need of a new fire truck that would cost $300,000.00 and lastly Mike thanked the City Council for all of the work they do for his Fire department and praised their efforts this past year.  Dick Cleland made the motion to all the purchase and the 2 sets of bunker gear. Richard Kerley seconds the motion. The motion was approved.
COUNCIL COMMENTS

Richard Kerley reported that the sewer pumps have been ordered for S. Long St. and should be in soon.

Dick Cleland stated that he had spoke to the land owner of JR Kumer's Lumber Co. and Casey's will be making contact with him in the near future.

Scott Popejoy congratulated and welcomed the 2 new appointed council members.

Lissa Rhodes asked about a cross walk.

Ray Vail thanked the Council for his appointment back onto the City Council for the next 2 years.

PURCHASE REQUEST
Ray Vail made the motion to allow the purchase of the requested items for City Hall. Dick Cleland seconds the motion. The motion was approved.
Bette Lessen reviewed the proposal by Xerox for a new City Copier which would be $15.00 cheaper a month. The lease agreement is up in January.  This will be further discussed at the next meeting.

COMMUNICATIONS

No communications presented.

Ray Vail made the motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:51 p.m. Scott Popejoy seconds the motion. The motion was approved. 

_____________________________ 

Bette Lessen, City Clerk
