REGULAR BUSINESS MEETING
JANUARY 20, 2020


Mayor Rock Anderson called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. The Pledge of Allegiance was stated by all present. Roll call was taken, and all members of the City Council were present. The minutes from the previous meeting were presented for review. Mary Lou Peace stated that there was a spelling mistake with Travis Wood’s name…under the topic of Trash service, Travis was spelled “Trash” which should be corrected. Correction noted. Mary Lou Peace made the motion to accept the corrected minutes. Dick Cleland seconds the motion. The motion was approved. Rock Anderson presented the evenings agenda. Under Unfinished Business Item E, Land Bank was added. Also, an Executive Session under Attorney-Client Privilege was added. Under New Business Item E Library WiFi Park…Brenda Banks requested to be added. Dick Cleland made the motion to accept the revised agenda. Travis Wood seconds the motion. The motion was approved.

Bette Lessen swore-in the four new City Council members; Dick Cleland, Travis Wood, Ken Harryman and Rob Lessen. 

With Scott Popejoy no longer on the City Council the Mayor stated that an Interim President of the City Council needed to be elected. Dick Cleland made the motion to elect Rob Lessen. Travis Wood seconds the motion. The motion was approved and Rob Lessen accepted the position.

STRATEGIC PLANNING
The Mayor pointed out that John Gorentz had included his job descriptions of the City Laborers in the packets for Council review. Rock Also stated that he was working on the job descriptions of the City Clerk and the Assistant City Clerk. These descriptions as well as the Police officers will be included in the next packet.

DANGEROUS STRUCTURE, 208 E. WASHINGTON
Angela Meyer informed the City Council that she has located the Amos Coplin and has spoken with him. Angela stated that Resolution 2020-0001 should be published this Thursday and then the following Thursday (Morning Sun published on Friday the 24th and then again, the 31st) The Hearing for this property was set for March 16th. Travis Wood made the motion to publish Resolution 2020-0001 and set the hearing for March 16th. Dick Cleland seconds the motion. The motion was approved.

EVERGY, BILL OF SALE
Mary Lou Peace made the motion to table this issue until after the executive Session. Travis Wood seconds the motion. The motion was approved.



POLICE POSITION
Howard Camp stated that 2 candidates were interviewed and Craig Ruddick of the two had the training requested plus with his history would make a very good officer for the City plus Craig can start in 2 weeks. Mary Lou Peace agreed with the Mayor that Craig will make a good addition to the team. Rock recommended that Craig be hired at $16.00 an hour for the first 90 days plus the City Council will need to waive the 10-mile driving requirement for his employment. Mary Lou Peace made the motion to hire Craig Ruddick at $16.00 an hour for the first 90 days and to waive the mileage requirement. Travis Wood seconds the motion. The motion was approved.

LAND BANK
Mary Lou Peace stated that she had researched the Counties information about the City’s landbank and had found 2 properties that have been added to the 2019 Landbank that should be addressed. Angela Meyer stated that a Resolution 2020-0002 was prepared for publication on two properties; N. 2nd Street valued at $3,850.00 and S. Pine Street valued at $4,040.00. A total sum of $7,890.00 of Real Estate. Travis Wood made the motion to adopt and publish Resolution 2020-0002. Rob Lessen seconds the motion. The motion was approved.

NEW BUSINESS

LIABILITY INSURANCE; CHRIS BOUHRER W/WOOD-DULOHERY INS.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Chris Bouhrer was present to address the City Council about the 2020 Liability Insurance bid or if they are bidding the policy. Mary Lou Peace stated that she felt the Council should bid the City’s Insurance. Chris stated that he would like to be able to bid EMC, but the Council would have to sign off on the Agent of Record for him to be able since Billard, Hartman and Hammer had the Agent of Record currently. Mary Lou Peace made the motion to publish for bids, the City’s Liability Insurance. Ken Harryman second the motion. The motion was approved, and bids will be presented to the City Council at the March 2nd meeting.

CRYSTAL FOX
Crystal Fox was present to read aloud a letter to the City Council on the actions of Mary Lou Peace around Crystal Fox’s home at 908 E. South St. Crystal referenced dates and times that she has seen Mary Lou parked across the street from her home and feels harassed by Mary Lou’s presences. Crystal also stated that Mary Lou told her that she was watching the road for speeders. Crystal questioned her qualifications and now why she addresses this matter to the City Council. The Mayor asked Mary Lou if she had any statement or remarks to make. Mary Lou said that she would be discussing this with the Chief of Police.

DIEHL, BANWART, BOLTON; AUDIT CONTRACT
Travis Wood made the motion to accept the 2020 Audit Contract for $6,195.00. Rob Lessen seconds the motion. The motion was approved.


SRO DISCUSSION
Mary Lou Peace reported on how the school is currently dealing with no SRO Officer this year, but Mr. Kramer and Mr. Gorham would like to see the City allow next school year an SRO officer. Mary Lou brought up the training required and that there is time now to work on this request. Mary Lou also stated that a new full-time officer would have to hired if the City wanted to comply with the School’s request.

LIBRARY WIFI PARK – BRENDA BANKS
Bette lessen reported that residents have asked if the WIFI Park could be adapted into a dog park. Bette stated that she had spoke to Brenda Banks about this matter and she is not in favor of turning the park into a dog park. Bette reported that if the City Council were to consider a dog park that a better location down by Hookie Park would be more practical.
Brenda Banks addressed the City Council about the last two years budget mishap where she has not received the requested monies that the City Council agreed upon. Now the $4000.00 that she was going to pay toward the digital sign is not available to her, so she is requesting the City Council to have the City pay the total $8,000.00 for this sign. Travis Wood made the motion to have the City pickup the extra $4000.00 to pay for the $8000.00 digital sign.  Ken Harryman seconds the motion. The motion was approved.

SUSAN AND ROY ALLEN; ANIMAL CRULETY
Susan and Roy Allen who live at 708 E. Perry brought up the care and treatment of the neighbor’s dog across the street from their home. Susan stated that she has contacted the Arma Police Dept many times with no action whatsoever to improve the dogs fenced in area. Susan read aloud the letter that she had the City Clerk place into the Council packets. Susan stated that the situation is making her sick and is asking the City Council to do something for this dog.

FIRE CHIEF REPORT
Mike McLeod was not present

COUNCIL COMMENTS
Rock Anderson held up the League of KS. Municipalities handbook and asked Bette if each member has a copy? Bette said that no at present but is working on retrieving copies and that later this year a new handbook will be available for purchase so all members will receive a new copy when they become available.

COMMUNICATIONS
None were presented

PURCHASE REQUEST
Travis Wood made the motion to allow Chuck Burns request for electrical equipment. Rob Lessen seconds the motion. The motion was approved.

Travis Wood made the motion to go into Executive Session for 15 minutes on Attorney/Client Privilege with the Attorney and the City Council. Dick Cleland seconds the motion. The motion was approved 7:34 p.m.

Motion was made by Travis Wood to go back into Regular Session at 7:49 p.m. Dick Cleland seconds the motion. The motion was approved by all.

No Action was taken by the City Council.

Rob Lessen made the motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:53 p.m. Dick Cleland seconds the motion. The motion was approved.





___________________________________ 
Bette Lessen, City Clerk


  
