REGULAR BUSINESS MEETING
MAY 4, 2020


Mayor Rock Anderson called the conference call meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. Since this meeting is a conference call the Pledge of Allegiance was past over. Roll call was taken and all members as well as the City Attorney, Angela Meyer were present. The minutes from the previous meeting were presented to the City Council. Travis Wood made the motion to approve the minutes as presented. Dick Cleland seconds the motion. The Mayor presented the evenings agenda. Ken Harryman added Public Work Hours under New Business Item C). Dick Cleland made the motion to approve the revised agenda. Travis Wood seconds the motion. The motion was approved. Appropriation Ordinance #3 was presented to the City Council. Ken Harryman made the motion to approve payment on Appropriation Ordinance #3. Travis Wood seconds the motion. The motion was approved.

MAYOR’S RECOMMENDATIONS AND APPOINTMENTS:
Rock Anderson began by recommending the Morning Sun as the official newspaper as well as Community National Bank and Girard National Bank as the City’s official banks.
Mary Lou Peace made the motion to accept the Mayor’s recommendation on the 2 banks. Dick Cleland seconds the motion. The motion was approved.
Dick Cleland made the motion to accept the Mayor’s recommendation for the Morning Sun. Travis Wood seconds the motion. The motion was approved.
The Mayor was prepared to appoint all current City employees, but Mary Lou Peace requested that his appointments should be individual so that the Council members could discuss each employee. Angela Meyer stated what was law via City Codes 1-3 for the Council to follow. Dick Cleland made the motion to have the appointments done individually. Mary Lou Peace seconds the motion.  Dick Cleland, Mary Lou Peace and Ken Harryman votes Yes and Travis Wood and Rob Lessen votes No. The motion was approved. The following positions were brought forth and determined by the City Council.

City Clerk Bette Lessen: Both Dick Cleland and Mary Lou Peace felt that she does a good job as Clerk however she is not friendly and is rude towards people and she needs to correct that behavior. Mayor recommended appointing Bette Lessen and the City Council agreed, Rob Lessen abstained.

City Treasurer, Jolene Edwards: Dick Cleland and Rob Lessen both agreed that Jolene has done a very good job as City Treasurer. The Mayor recommended appointing Jolene as City Treasurer. The City Council agreed.

City Attorney, Angela Meyer: Mary Lou Peace stated that Angela has done an exceptional job as our City Attorney. Dick Cleland and Rock Anderson agreed. The Mayor recommended Angela Meyer as the City Attorney. The City Council agreed.
City Judge, Tim Fielder: Mary Lou Peace stated that she has attended court sessions and Tim is doing a fine job as the City Judge. Rock Anderson recommended appointing Tim Fielder as the City Judge. The City Council agreed.

Chief of Police, Howard Camp: Mary Lou Peace stated that there was going to be an executive session with Howard but due to the COVID-19 this has not taken place. Mary Lou would like to hold an executive session with Howard Camp at the next meeting when we are all together. Mary Lou Peace made the motion to delay appointment and to have Howard Camp continue serving in the capacity of Police Chief and at the next meeting hold an executive session with Howard Camp. Ken Harryman seconds the motion. Dick Cleland Ken Harryman and Mary Lou Peace voted Yes. Rob Lessen and Travis Wood voted No. The motion was approved.

Fire Chief; Mike McLeod:  Mary Lou Peace stated that Mike and she have worked together very well. Rob Lessen and Dick Cleland both agreed that Mike does a great job. Mary Lou Peace made the motion to accept the Mayor’s recommendation. Dick Cleland seconds the motion. The motion was approved.

Full-time Police Officers: The Mayor recommended the appointment of all full time Police Officers. Rob Lessen made the motion to accept the Mayor’s recommendation. Ken Harryman seconds the motion. The motion was approved.

Angela Meyer stated that per the City Code 1-301 The duties and salaries of all appointed officers shall be fixed by ordinance. In such at this time Angela recommended that the City Council approve all salaries and duties to stay the same until an Ordinance is presented to Council. Mary Lou Peace made the motion to leave all salaries and duties as the same. Dick Cleland seconds the motion. The motion was approved.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

ELECTRIC ORDINANCE #629
Ken Harryman made the motion to approve City Ordinance #629 for publication. Travis Wood seconds the motion. The motion was approved.

UNPAID UTILITY BILLS AND SHUT OFF PROCEEDURES
Angela Meyer addressed the letter that was in each Council members packet on the current standings of approximately 30 clients who have not paid the past 2 months of utility bills as well as the current month added to the outstanding bills for a total of $32,351.11. Angela stated that she had spoke to Vanessa Kent on this issue and Vanessa had reported that she had sent out notices to all customers who were behind in payments but only one person out of 100 folks who received the letter replied.  Council chose to continue discussion at the next meeting.




CITY WIDE CLEAN-UP
Rock Anderson brought up for discussion the postponed City-wide clean-up due to the COVID-19. Council discussed the matter of trash out on the street from residents who did not see the notice on Facebook and felt that the City guys should pickup this debris and to reschedule a City-Wide Clean-up. Mary Lou Peace made the motion to hold a City-wide Clean-up from June 8 through the 12th and that the employees wear protective gear. Dick Cleland seconds the motion. The motion was approved. Dick Cleland made the motion to have the City workers pickup the debris now in front of resident’s homes. Travis Wood seconds the motion. The motion was approved.  

COPLIN PROPERTY
Angela Meyer requested the City Council to continue the Public Hearing to June 1st meeting due to the COVID-19. Travis Wood made the motion to have the Coplin Public Hearing continued to June 1st meeting. Dick Cleland seconds the motion. The motion was approved.

NEW BUSINESS

G.A.A.P. WAIVER
Rob Lessen made the motion to approve the G.A.A.P. Waiver. Dick Cleland seconds the motion. The motion was approved.

SUMMER HELP
Bette Lessen brought up the issue of the City Council considering the summer activities and employment. Council discussed the matter. Travis Wood made the motion to table this issue until the next meeting May 18th. Ken Harryman seconds the motion. The motion was approved.

PUBLIC WORKS HOURS
Ken Harryman addressed the issue by stating that he had noticed that the City works were not working until 4:30 as was determined by the City Council at the Feb 3rd meeting. Ken wanted to know who is allowing them to change their work hours? Dick Cleland stated that he felt these employees need to have a verbal warning placed into each of their files. Rock Anderson stated that he was not aware on any change and would look into the matter with John Gorentz. Angela Meyer read from her minutes of that meeting that the City Council had discussed changing the hours May 1st. Mary Lou Peace said that the minutes that were approved by the City Council did not have that date or change in the minutes or the motion that was made. Travis Wood asked why the Council does not take this opportunity to have winter and summer hours written out, so this matter is finalized. Dick Cleland made the motion to have the hours set at 8 to 4:30 until further notice is given by the City Council. Mary Lou Peace seconds the motion.  Dick Cleland, Ken Harryman and Mary Lou Peace voted Yes. Travis Wood and Rob Lessen voted No. The motion was approved.

POLICE CHIEF REPORT
Police Chief Howard Camp had submitted a written report on the past month activities.
COUNCIL COMMENTS
Dick Cleland stated that he wants the City Council and the working crew to come together.

Rock Anderson stated that he felt the City Council is continuing to pick on the City Employees and this behavior is only driving a wedge between the Council and the employees.

COMMUNICATIONS
Mary Lou Peace made the motion to accept the communications and to place them on file. Ken Harryman seconds the motion. The motion was approved.

PURCHASE REQUEST
No request was made.

Rob Lessen made the motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:53 p.m.  Travis Wood seconds the motion. The motion was approved.





______________________________ 
Bette Lessen, City Clerk





