REGULAR BUSINESS MEETING
MAY 18, 2020


The Mayor Rock Anderson called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. The Pledge of Allegiance was stated by all present. Roll call was taken and all members of the City Council were present. City Attorney Angela Meyer was present also. The minutes from the previous meeting were presented to the City Council. Mary Lou Peace stated that her comment about Mike McLeod was not written as stated which her comment should have read as the following: Mary Lou Peace stated that she has been working with Mike since she has been on the Council and he is very thorough and does a very good job as our Fire Chief. Rob Lessen made the motion to approve the revised minutes. Dick Cleland seconds the motion. The motion was approved. Rock Anderson read aloud the Notice for Public caution since there were so many attendees this evening in the parking lot. The Mayor then presented the evenings agenda. Under Unfinished Business Item C) Appointments/Ordinance 630 will also have added Public Comment, plus Item F) City Pond was added. Under New Business the following items were added. Item C) Employee Handbook, Item D) J.P. Cleland Parks and Pool and Item E) Animal Control and Item C) Executive Session was removed. Travis Wood made the motion to approve the revised agenda. Ken Harryman seconds the motion. The motion was approved.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

UNPAID UTILITY BILLS/SHUT OFF PROCEEDURE
Vanessa Kent prepared a new list of unpaid utility bills totaling as of May 18th $57,908.85 unpaid to the City Council. No action was taken by Council.

UPDATE ON COPLIN PROPERTY
Angela Meyer reported that at the next meeting June 1st the City Council will hold the Public Hearing on the Coplin property.

APPOINTMENTS/ORDINANCE #630/PUBLIC COMMENTS
Rock Anderson felt that a few of the attendees might like to address the City Council since they are present this evening. Dustin Staples questioned the City Council on why they had not appointed the Police Chief Howard Camp. The Mayor stated that he had recommended Howard’s appointment, but the City Council wanted to hold an executive session at this meeting. Mr. Staples did not understand why the City Council had not appoint him at the last meeting.  Mr. Brandon Carter came in next to support Chief Camp as Arma’s Police Chief. Brandon also stated that he was firmly against having Howard removed from his position. Last the speak was Russ Cramer who represented the High School and stated that Howard has always been there when needed and that we were an excellent Police Chief and that Howard should be reappointed.
Rock Anderson brought up the Ordinance #603 but stated that he had added Vanessa Kent, the Assistant City Clerk to this Ordinance dealing with appointments to office. Rock stated that he should have appointed Vanessa at the last meeting. Rob Lessen made the motion to appoint Vanessa as Assistant City Clerk. Travis Wood seconds the motion. The motion was approved. 
Travis Wood made the motion to go into Executive Session for 20 minutes to discuss Police Chief Howard Camp with the Mayor, Council and Attorney. Ken Harryman seconds the motion. The motion was approved. Council adjourned to the City Clerk’s Office at 7:04 p.m.
City Council returned to the meeting room at 7:21 p.m. Travis Wood made the motion to go back into Regular Session. Dick Cleland seconds the motion. The motion was approved.  Travis Wood made the motion to appoint Howard Camp as Arma’s Police Chief. Mary Lou Peace seconds the motion. The motion was approved.
City Ordinance #630 was presented to the City Council. Travis Wood made the motion to approve for publication Ordinance #630. Ken Harryman seconds the motion. The motion was approved.

SUMMER WORK HOURS
Rock Anderson addressed the summer work hours issue and then allowed John Gorentz to speak on the topic. John stated that in the past few months he recalled that the Council had mentioned changing the works hours May 1st but then was informed that this was not what the Council wanted. John requested that the work hours should begin following Memorial Day until Labor Day 7 to 3:30. Rock Anderson agreed with John. Rob Lessen made the motion to have summer work hours from Memorial to Labor Day but his motion died to a lack of a second.  Dick Cleland made the motion to have the summer hours start June 1st to August 31st and allow the Mayor the right to make any amendments per the outside temperature. Mary Lou Peace seconds the motion. The motion was approved.

CNB FINANCIAL CONTRACT; ELECTRIC SUBSTATION
Angela Meyer asked the City Council to review the contract so that they could be prepared at the next meeting to address this issue.

NEW BUSINESS 

PROPERTY EASEMENT; ALAN AND LINDA ROBERTS
Linda and Alan Roberts were present to discuss an easement through their property to allow the City access to the City’s Lift Station. A fence option was brought up dealing with preventing bike/motorcycle riders use of the road. City will need to hire a surveyor and Angela discussed a title search dealing with the property between the Roberts and the Lockwood’s. Travis Wood made the motion to contact Ron Albertini and to have a title search done so this information can be brought forward at the next meeting. Ken Harryman seconds the motion. The motion was approved.

CERTIFICATE OF DEPOSIT BIDS
Community National Bank bid 1.02% and Girard National Bank bid .51% Dick Cleland made the motion to accept Community National Banks bid for 1.02%. Travis Wood 
seconds the motion. The motion was approved.
EMPLOYEE HANDBOOK
Travis Wood made the motion to go into Executive Session for 15 minutes with the Mayor, Council and Attorney to discuss Non-Elected Personnel Matters. Dick Cleland seconds the motion. The motion was approved. 7:55 p.m.
Ken Harryman made the motion to go back into Regular Session at 8:07 p.m. Mary Lou Peace seconds the motion. The motion was approved. Ken Harryman made the motion to have City Attorney Angela Meyer review the Employee Handbook. Dick Cleland seconds the motion. The motion was approved.

J.P. CLELAND PARKS AND CITY POOL
Travis Wood stated that the City Ball fields need to be maintained even if they are not used this summer, so the City needs to hire J.P. Cleland to make sure the fields are maintained. Travis Wood made the motion to hire J.P. Cleland for the summer. Rob Lessen seconds the motion. The motion was approved.
Travis reported that the City guys are still working on the pool maintenance plus at this point the pool cannot open per the Governor of Kansas.

ANIMAL CONTROL
Ken Harryman stated that he had received a call from a resident reporting to Ken about a dog on a chain. Rock Anderson said that Ken or the person reporting this should contact Bette Lessen on this matter. Ken Harryman said he would get with Bette.

FIRE CHIEF REPORT
Mike McLeod was not present at the meeting.

COUNCIL COMMENTS
Dick Cleland asked the Mayor if there would be department appointed to the Council members? The Mayor said he was not appointing anyone that all matters will come to him.

COMMUNICATIONS
Travis Wood made the motion to accept all communications and to place them in file. Ken Harryman seconds the motion. The motion was approved.

PURCHASE REQUEST
Dick Cleland made the motion to approve all requested electrical materials and supplies. Travis Wood seconds the motion. The motion was approved 

Rob Lessen made the motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:15 p.m. Travis Wood seconds the motion. The motion was approved.




_______________________________ 
Bette Lessen, City Clerk
 

