REGULAR BUSINESS MEETING
JULY 6, 2020


Mayor Rock Anderson opened the business meeting at 6:30 p.m. Roll call was taken, and all members of the City Council were present as well as the City Attorney. The minutes from the previous meetings were presented. Mary Lou Peace stated that Chris Pommier not Mary Lou got the cost of a gate for the dog park. Rob Lessen made the motion to approve the minutes for the as corrected. Dick Cleland seconds the motion. The motion was approved. Rob Lessen also made the motion to approve the minutes from the June 22nd special meeting. Dick Cleland seconds the motion. The motion was approved. The Mayor presented the evenings agenda. Bette Lessen removed the American Legion from the New Business. Rob Lessen made the motion to accept the revised agenda. Travis Wood seconds the motion. The motion was approved. The Mayor presented Appropriation Ordinance #6. Travis Wood made the motion to approve Appropriation Ordinance #6. Ken Harryman seconds the motion. The motion was approved.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

LOCKWOOD PROPERTY EASEMENT
Angela Meyer presented the Permanent Easement to the City Council for their approval. John Gorentz also reported on the new fencing for $1,950.00. Travis Wood made the motion to accept the Easement. Dick Cleland seconds the motion. Travis Wood made the motion to amend his motion to include the purchase of the new fencing of $1,950.00. Ken Harryman seconds the amended motion. Motion was approved.

MARSHALL TRAILER PARK; KEVIN MITCHELSON
Kevin Mitchelson was present to represent John Melvin and his property. Kevin reviewed with the City Council pictures he presented of the area in question and the proof that the excess water in the area has no way to escape due to several reason’s besides the dirt work done by the Marshall Trailer Park owners. Sue Marshall also spoke on behalf of the park and questioned what can be done. Rock Anderson’s opinion is that the Melvin pond was not the reason to the water problem and recommended that the City Council take no action, which the City Council agreed to.

EMPLOYEE HANDBOOK
Angela Meyer stated that she did not have anything at this time to present.

WIFI STAGE; CONSTRUCTION
John Gorentz addressed the City Council on the issue of building an ADA stage at the WIFI Park. John reported on having a discussion with Rob Lessen on the insurance regulations as well as the Americans for Disabilities requirements; handrails and length/ width of ramp. Mary Lou Peace said that she wanted John to do some more research and John told her that he has done the research there is no more information to report on. Rob Lessen brought up building a concrete platform 15’ x 4’ x 4” in front of the current stage. Rob made the motion to build said platform with signs. Dick Cleland seconds the motion. The motion was approved.

CHIEF CAMP; SRO OFFICER
Chief Camp reported that when school starts up Rick Wilson will be the SRO officer and the City will need to hire a new full-time officer. Also, Howard requested to hire Joe Anderson as a part-time officer. Rob Lessen made the motion to hire Joe Anderson as a part-time officer. Travis Wood seconds the motion. Mary Lou Peace requested to hold a Special Meeting so that hiring policies would be followed. Rock Anderson said no that Howard as our Chief of Police can handle hiring a part-time officer. All members except Mary Lou voted Yes on the motion. Mary Lou voted No.

2021 BUDGET PREPARTION
Travis Wood made the motion to go into Executive Session with the City Council and the City Attorney for 5 minutes on Attorney/Client Privilege 7:16 p.m.

Rob Lessen made the motion to go back into regular session at 7:21. Travis Wood seconds the motion. The motion was approved. No action was taken by the Council.

COPLIN PUBLIC HEARING
Angela Meyer reported that she had not contacted Robert Coplin and as she understands the property has not had any work done on it. At the next City Council meeting Angela will present the Resolution to proceed with the formal hearing.

NUISANCES; 602 S. 4TH AND 206 E PERRY
Paperwork was presented to the Council members of these dangerous unfit structures. Rob Lessen made the motion to begin on both properties towards demolition. Travis Wood seconds the motion. The motion was approved.

BORING EQUIPMENT; JOHN GORENTZ
John Gorentz presented a bid from Vermeer on a boring equipment for $45,250.00 which the budget has $50,000.00 allocated for this purchase. Mary Lou Peace wanted to table this issue and she made the motion to do so but due to the lack of a second on her motion the motion died. Council further discussed and asked John to find out the possibilities of a Lease Purchase Agreement for the next meeting. Dick Cleland made the motion to have John get pricing on a Lease Purchase Agreement on this boring equipment. Travis Wood seconds the motion. The motion was approved.

CITY PARK RESTROOMS
Mary Lou Peace reported that the new doors have been installed on the restrooms at the City Park, so they need to be opened. John Gorentz stated that there are no cameras. CDL removed them because they never worked correctly so they car replacing all the equipment. Rob Lessen made the motion to keep the restrooms closed Dick Cleland seconds the motion. All in favor except Mary Lou Peace who voted No.

NEW BUSINESS

OPEN POSITION
Rock Anderson reported that the City Council received a letter of resignation from Justin Neil who left the City late June. Rock then proceeded to read out loud the letter that Justin submitted. Ken Harryman and Mary Lou Peace made comment about the letter. Rob Lessen made the motion to advertise for the Assistant Water/Wastewater position. Dick Cleland seconds the motion. The motion was approved.  Rob Lessen then made the motion to accept Justin Neil’s resignation. Travis Wood seconds the motion. The motion was approved.

GAIL EWAN; STREET SIGN
John Gorentz explained the request for a Slow Children Playing sign on S 4th and Elm Street. Police Chief will investigate the matter and report back to the City Council.

MR. MERCER REQUEST FOR A STOP SIGN
Mr. Mercer presented his request for 2 stop signs to be erected. One on E. Perry at N. 6th Street and a stop sign at E. Main and N. 5th making 2, 4 way stops. Travis Wood made the motion to have both stop signs erected. Ken Harryman seconds the motion. The motion was approved.

POLICE CHIEF REPORT
Howard Camp brought up Craig Ruddick’s 90-day probation period and a .50 cent an hour increase for him as well as a $1.00 increase for Matt Peters and the other part-time police officers who make so little for the time the work in Arma. Dick Cleland made the motion to increase Mr. Ruddick’s salary by .50 cents an hour. Mary Lou Peace seconds the motion. The motion was approved. Dick Cleland made the motion to increase all part-time police officer by $1.00. Travis Wood seconds the motion. The motion was approved.  Dick Cleland made the motion to send Rick Fox to training school. Travis Wood seconds the motion. The motion was approved.

COUNCIL COMMENTS
No comments were shared

COMMUNICATIONS
Ken Harryman made the motion to accept the communications and to place them in file. Mary Lou Peace seconds the motion. The motion was approved.

PURCHASE REQUEST
Rob Lessen made the motion to allow the purchase request. Travis Wood seconds the motion. The motion was approved.

Rob Lessen made the motion to allow Barbi Wicker and Breanna Shove address the City Council.
Barbi Wicker reported that the PTO at the school would like to hold their softball tournament and their 5K race with the breakfast on September 26th. The 5K would be 10 people at a time running and can be worked easily with the virus. The softball tournament they would like to use all 3 fields and they would follow protocol on cleaning per the CDC regulations. Dick Cleland made the motion to allow the 5K race and breakfast and table the decision on the softball tournament until the next month. Travis Wood seconds the motion. The motion was approved.

Mary Lou Peace made the motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:16 p.m. Dick Cleland seconds the motion. The motion was approved.






___________________________ 
Bette Lessen, City Clerk 
