REGULAR BUSINESS MEETING

MARCH 2, 2015

Mayor Bualle called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. The Pledge of Allegiance was stated by all present. Roll call was taken and all members of the City Council were present. Minutes from the previous meeting were presented. Johnnie Logiudici made the motion to accept the minutes as written. Dick Cleland seconds the motion. The motion was approved. The agenda was presented to Council by Mayor Bualle. The Mayor added under Unfinished Business one item, Item D. Insurance Liability and Workman's Comp Ins. Johnnie Logiudici made the motion to approve the revised agenda.  Richard Kerley seconds the motion. The motion was approved. Appropriation Ordinance #2 was presented to the City Council for their approval. Scott Popejoy made the motion to approve Appropriation Ordinance #2 for payment. Johnnie Logiudici seconds the motion. The motion was approved. There were no public comments made to the City Council.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS

INSURANCE; LIABILITY AND WORKMAN'S COMP

Tim Travis and Brad Hartman with Billiard, Hammer and Hartman were present to present the City's 2015 Insurance policy. Tim Travis reported that over all the policy had increased by 3% from last year but there had also been additions to the 2014 policy. Scott Popejoy brought up the new security system that City Hall and the Library now have and would this lower the City's cost? Tim asked for paper work on the purchase and he would turn it in to the company. Richard Kerley made the motion to accept the quote from Billiard, Hammer and Hartman Ins. Dick Cleland seconds the motion. The motion was approved.
DANGEOUS STRUCTURES & PROPERTY CLEAN-UP
City Council reviewed the properties that require cleaning and repair. Rick Smith stated that the properties considered dangerous will be published in the Morning Sun 2 times. Scott Popejoy made the motion to publish and Johnnie Logiudici seconds the motion. The motion was approved.

ELECTRIC RATE ORDINANCE

Ordinance #602 dealing with a 2% increase on electric service was presented to the City Council. Buddy Bualle stated that as it is written it appears that in Jan. of 2016 the increase would be 4.5% instead of the 2.5% we now have. Rick Smith stated that the City Council will have the option if needed to take the increase in Jan higher than the 2.5% . But in November they would need to make that decision on how the Jan increase will be handled and then make that increase as a motion for each year as it approaches. Johnnie Logiudici made the motion to accept and publish the new Electric Ordinance #602. Ray Vail seconds the motion. The motion was approved.

OVERTIME POLICY FOR POLICE

City Council reviewed the paper work that Rick Smith had presented to them on paying police officers. Rick stated that officers do not have to be paid overtime until after 46 hours are worked in a paid week. Jeremy Allen reported that this is a 3 month trial to see if the guys like working 12 hour shifts or not. This new work shift will begin this Saturday, March 7th. Richard Kerley made the motion to keep the payment as it has been with a 404 hour week, and anything over is paid at Over Time pay. Ray Vail seconds the motion. The motion was approved.
NEW BUSINESS

BRENDA BANKS - LIBRARY REPORT

Brenda Banks was present along with 3 Library Board members, Linda Roberts, Susan Bestor and Rachel Mengarelli. Linda Roberts addressed the City Council and read aloud a letter from the Board requesting that the Library be cleaned once a week, particularly the floors and the restrooms. Council listened to the Boards request and Rick Smith recommended that the Council have City Supervisor, John Gorentz take care of the cleaning and when any problems arise he will bring them to the forward. Brenda stated that she and Dick Cleland were not able to work to together very well on this matter. Council felt that the Library can be kept clean by the City employees and using a check list should handle this problem.

SPRING CLEAN-UP

Johnnie Logiudici made the motion to have the Spring clean up begin April 13th. Scott Popejoy seconds the motion. The motion was approved.

UTILITY BILL - JEANETTE CUKJATI

Jeanette Cukjati sent a letter to the City requesting the Council to remove a water bill charge from her trailer in her park at 402 E. Hector. She did not feel that this was her responsibility. Bette Lessen explained how this bill came about, Richard Kerley stated that from this point forward the City crew should lock down all unused meters so no one can key them off and on. Johnnie Logiudici made the motion to remove the bill for the 440 gallons of used water from Mrs. Cukjati. Ray Vail seconds the motion. The motion was approved. Johnnie Logiudici made the motion to have the city crew lock all meters when not in use. Ray Vail seconds the motion. The motion was approved.
METER DEPOSIT - KEITH BALOH

Buddy Bualle explained that Mr. Baloh is trying to apply for LEAPE but is unable to obtain since the utility bill is in his dead mother's name. Mr. Baloh was told he can place a 175.00 deposit with the City and have it put into his name, but Mr. Baloh thinks that since he has owned the home he should not have to do this. Rick Smith stated that if Mr. Baloh can give the City proof of ownership for 5 years or longer he would not be required to have the deposit applied. Council agreed so Rick will send Mr. Baloh a letter stating the same information.
STREET PAVING FOR 2015

John Gorentz presented a list of streets to the City Council on what he and Dick Cleland felt needs to be either paved or chipped and sealed. Buddy Bualle addressed the milling issue of N. 3rd street and Scott Popejoy brought up the same issue for Fireside Dr. Johnnie Logiudici made the motion to have the County Road Crew chip and seal Long St. Dick Cleland seconds the motion. The motion was approved. Johnnie Logiudici made the motion to take bids on paving N. 3rd St., Fireside Dr., Melvin St. and W. Jefferson St. plus get a bid on milling down N. 3rd and Fireside Dr. Dick Cleland seconds the motion. The motion was approved.

GOALS FOR 2015

#3 Increase mill levy while trying to keep it as affordable as possible. Johnnie Logiudici stated that at this time the City's budget is 26.1 and he felt that we are operating efficiently. Buddy Bualle addressed the current franchise fee with Kansas Gas Co. and that the City Council could increase this to 5% to make more money for the City. No action was taken by the Council at this time.
POLICE CHIEF REPORT
Jeremy Allen reported that the new bullet proof vest have been ordered.

COUNCIL COMMENTS

None

PURCHASE REQUEST

Richard Kerley made the motion to approve the request for supplies and materials. Ray Vail seconds the motion. The motion was approved.

COMMUNICATIONS

Scott Popejoy made the motion to accept all communications and to place them on file. Johnnie Logiudici seconds the motion. The motion was approved.

Scott Popejoy made the motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:25 p.m. Johnnie Logiudici seconds the motion. The motion was approved.

_______________________________ 

Bette Lessen, City Clerk
